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Monday, January 20th will be the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. holiday this year, in honor of his 
birthday and his legacy. It highlights the fight for 
civil rights and honors his actions in that fight. 
School will be off that day, so students have one 
day off that week to honor Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The holiday is always placed on the third Monday 
of January, no matter what year it is, and it was 
first observed in 1986. Following Martin Luther 
King, Jr.?s assassination in 1968, people 
campaigned for a federal holiday to be observed 
in honor of him. President Ronald Reagan signed 
the bill into law for this holiday in 1983, and it was 
first officially observed in 1986.

~Shashank Nanjundiah

Panther
Press

KING KAKE AND KOKO

MARTIN LUTHER KING,  JR. DAY

King Kake and Koko is an event that is taking 
place on Friday, January 17th. However, there are 
two requirements that must be met to attend. The 
two requirements are that you must have a 2.5 GPA 
and also must reach your AR goal by the end of the 
2nd nine weeks. 

~ Cameron Turner

Jan 6 - Teacher In-Service 
No School for Students

Jan 7 - Students First Day 
Back (B Day)

Jan 9 - 6 PM Parent 
Meeting ELL

Jan 14 - Jewish Film 
Festival

Jan 16 - 6 PM Parents 
Meeting Attendance

Jan 17 - AR & 2.5 Hot 
Chocolate Reward

Jan 20 - MLK Holiday / 
No School for Students

Jan 21 - Club Day

Jan 23 - Dippin' Dots

Jan 30 - 6th & 7th 
Magnet Field Trip



CLASS SPOTLIGHT

AR DANCE 

DRESS CODE REMINDER 

Start reading boys and girls, because the January AR dance is 
coming! Once you meet your AR goal, on the day of the dance, you will 
receive a ticket to put your name on, it will then enter a raffle for prizes. 
You then dance with you friends with one free starter snack, then the 
teachers will call you to the bleachers to announce the raffle winners. 
Who knows what you could win. Things like gift cards, to chemistry kits, 
posters, or any number of panther bucks. If any of this interests you, 
then get to your A.R. goal!
                                                                              ~Ava Jones

New Year, New You! 
Keep in WMS Dress code. It is 
the second semester and the 
dress code is still in effect. 
Some people are straying from 
the path of being respectfully 
dressed. You have to have your 
shirt tucked in at all times. You 
don?t want to look like a slob 
when there are guests touring 
the school. Have your ID around 
your neck at all times, and if 
you are wearing a school 
approved sweatshirt, then have 
the ID over the sweatshirt. 
Speaking of sweatshirts, you 
may wear the WMS sweatshirt 
or a solid navy blue or white 
one. Under no circumstances 
are hoodies to be worn. No hats 
should be worn, and boys are 
not allowed to wear earrings. 
Girls earrings are only allowed 
to be studs. 

~ Lee Frake

Mr.Millirons

What is your best class academically?

2nd B day.

How do you teach this class?
Previous knowledge.

Why do you think this is your best class?
They listen and pay attention to detail.

What activities do you do in this class?
Drawing, painting and design.

What is the curriculum you are teaching right 
now?

I am teaching them Fine arts

What are your issues with the class (people 
acting out, accessibility to needs, etc.)

They misuse the chrome books.

How long have you been teaching this class?
  I have been teaching 20 years.

~Wyatt Ritter



    1/ 15/ 20 

WMS Boys @Scot landvil le

1/ 15/ 20

WMS Girls @Scot landvil le

1/ 22/ 20
WMS Boys @CSAL

1/ 22/ 20
WMS Girls @CSAL

1/ 27/ 20

WMS Boys @Home vs. Park 
Forest

1/ 27/ 20

WMS Girls @Home vs Park 
Forest

BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

       Ryan Russel
Q: How do you feel about  the midterms?

A: I don't really care.

Q: Do you think you are prepared for 
midterms?

A: Yes

Q: What do you do to prepare for 
midterms?

A: Study hard.

Q:Do you st rive to get  a mastery or 
advanced in al l subjects?

A: Yes.

Q: What do you think it  means to make 
good choices?

A:  To do the right thing.

     Maram Algamal
Q: How do you feel about  the midterms?

A: I really don't care.

Q:  Do you think you are prepared for 
midterms?

A: Yes.

Q: What do you do to prepare for 
midterms?

A: I study for a long time. 

Q: Do you st rive to get  a mastery or 
advanced in al l subjects?

A: Yes

Q: What do you think it  means to make 
good choices

A: To do the right thing when no one is 
watching.

6TH GRADE MIDTERM INTERVIEWS

The Boys and Girls Basketball teams 
played 4 games in December 2019. The 
boys team played Central Middle twice on 
December 11, 2019 and won one of the two 
games, 50-20 while falling short 10 points 
in the first one. They also played on Friday 
and Saturday, December 13th and 14th and  
won both games. The 13th vs Sherwood 
ended with a wide gap between the scores 
but the 14th proved to be the tougher 
game, with our strong defense securing 
the win. The girl's team also came away 
with a blowout win on the 13th! We're all 
looking forward to our next games in 
January and our home game on the 27th!

~Godly Ogunyinka



ART CONTEST NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS

With the new year 
we are resuming the 
monthly  Art Contest!  So 
if you want to win a king 
sized candy bar  and to 
have your art work in the 
February  edition, the 
theme is Mardi Gras! To 
submit you work you 
need to have your name 
and homeroom teacher 
on it, and have your 
teacher put it in Mrs. 
Haffner's box. Turn it in 
by Jan. 24.  Have fun and 
good luck!

~Janie Foreman 

We all have our own Holiday wishes, but do we all 
have New Year?s Resolutions? If you?ve been living under a 
rock and don?t know what a New Year?s resolution is, it?s 
essentially a promise to yourself to complete something 
that you set for yourself after the New Year. For example, 
someone might have a resolution that makes them 
exercise more often, or to not consume more than 3 
candies at a time. I asked several students what their New 
Year?s resolutions are. I asked Rian Baralt  (8th grader) what 
his New Year's resolutions are as an example.

Rian B.: My New Year's Resolutions are to be happy and to 
work out more.

This is only a single example of a student's New Year's 
Resolutions - what are your resolutions?

~Shashank Nanjundiah

HOW NEW YEARS IS CELEBRATED AROUND THE WORLD

Around the world, New Year?s Eve is celebrated in different ways, but one of the most 
common ways includes fireworks at midnight. People gather in different places around the world to 
watch wonderful firework displays, like in New Zealand, people gather at the Auckland Sky Tower to 
see the impressive displays. In Denmark, finding smashed plates on your doorstep after midnight is a 
sign of good luck, as people will smash a plate on a friends doorstep to bring good luck over the 
next 12 months. In Brazil it is a tradition to eat lentils at New Year, as it represents good fortune and 
money. In the US in New York people head to Times Square Court in order to see what is called the 
ball drop, which is a giant glowing ball which is lowered down a flag pole to signal the beginning of a 
new year. In Scotland, people do what is called ?first-footing? which is where they try to be the first 
person to step foot in their family?s or friends? homes after midnight. These are the ways people all 
around the world celebrate New Year?s but how do you?

   ~Michael Papanikolaou



Here at Student Spotlight we take three students, one from each 
grade, and ask them a series of questions. These are their responses!

Jasmine Haydel: Jasmine is a 6th grade student in Great Scholars. 
She has three dogs, likes to run, and her favorite subject is Math.

Amy Kirk: Amy is a 7th grade Great Scholar student. She plays 
softball, has two step brothers and two step sisters, and one dog.

Ben Small : Ben is an 8th grade Gifted student. He has two dogs, 
three cats, he plays piano, he is a Boy Scout, and he is the editor of 
the Woodlawn Word. 

~Rian Baralt

 STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

What is your favorite 
sport?

My favorite sport is 
soccer.

What is your favorite 
Past ime?

I like video games, I 
mostly play Pokemon 

games on my Nintendo 
Switch.

What are you looking 
forward to in 2020?

I'm looking forward to 
having a 4.0 GPA, and 

Field Day.

What is your favorite 
show?

My favorite show is 
Stranger Things

What is your favorite 
subject?

My favorite subject is 
Social Studies.

What are you looking 
forward to in 2020?

I'm looking forward to 
having All A's and Field 

Day.

What is your favorite 
food?

My favorite food is 
Coffee

What do you most  look 
forward to after school?
After school I most look 

forward to wearing a 
beanie.

What are you looking 
forward to in 2020?
 I am most looking 

forward to buying more 
beanies.

8TH6TH     7 TH



Beast ly Alex Flinn

  RL:3.7   AR : 8.0

This book is a rendition of the fairy tale classic story Beauty and the Beast, however this 
story has a modern twist. The main character, Kyle Kingsbury, is a rude narcissistic high 
school student who doesn?t know the meaning of being kind. This doesn?t work well for him 
when he is rude to Kendra Hilferty, who is a witch and curses him to look on the outside how 
he acts on the inside. In other words he it turned into a beast. The only way to lift this curse is 
a true love?s kiss. But who could ever learn to love a beast? Find out by reading Beastly!

~Janie Foreman 

The Name of This Book Is Secret  Pseudonymous Bosch

RL: 5.6   AR: 9.0

Cassandra is a survivalist who is convinced that a disaster is on its way. Not that 
anything has happened yet, but she won?t be caught unprepared when life strikes back. Max 
Ernest is an aspiring comedian who hasn?t found his joke yet. These two make a very unlikely 
team, but the recent death of a strange magician leaves them no choice. Cassandra recently 
discovers the Symphony of Smells and like always, she makes this death seem like more than 
it is. But, maybe that?s exactly what this mystery needs. That?s about as much information I 
can tell, because we don?t know the setting, date, or even what the characters look like. It's all 
to protect the secret hidden within the book. The narrator and I couldn?t keep the secret, but 
the real question is? can you? ~Madeline Bryant 

Gone Michael Grant

RL: 4.3   AR: 18.0

Sam is a 14 year old boy that lives in a small town called Perdido Beach. He is sitting in 
class one day and then poof, all the adults are gone. Sam and his best friend Quinn go to look 
around the school. There is copious amounts of panic throughout the school. They run into a 
girl named Astrid; she's known to be the smartest girl in school. They decide to work together 
to figure out what is going on in this town.  People are eating all of the food, children are 
roaming the streets, there is an impenetrable barrier is surrounding the town, and--believe it 
or not--some of the kids are developing powers. This is the first book of an amazing series, 
will they discover a way to get out of this barrier they call the FAYZ or will they be stuck in a 
world without adults forever?    ~Ainsley Eskind

BOOK TALK 



    

 

For this edition of the Panther Press, the teacher spotlight will be on Mr. Breaux! 
Mr. Breaux is the band teacher here at WMS and is one of my favorite teachers. 

What?s your favorite sport? 

Football, because I grew up playing it and it is fun to watch.

Why did you want  to become a band teacher? 

Because music was one of my favorite hobbies and in high 

school I was able to assist in rehearsal so that made me want to 

teach more.

Who is one of your favorite musicians? 

I don?t have a favorite, but I like to listen to Tower of Power, 

Earth, Wind, and Fire, and classical music.

When did you start  teaching? I started teaching in January of 2016

~Arilyn Marshall

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 

Have you heard that Chinese New Year doesn't fall on January 1st? How? Well, the Chinese follow the lunar 
calendar, which means they use the Moon instead of the Sun (solar). This makes the new year fall between mid 
winter and early spring but the specific day is usually January 25th. The activities seem endless (2 weeks) but 
it's the traditions that hold the most significance. 

For example, there are fireworks (bottom left) that are said to be the only thing to drive away the evil and 
receive good luck. The next tradition is the red packets (bottom right) that have money in them. The adults give 
them to the children as a symbol of health. A more well known tradition are the years, being labeled by 
animals. Here is the story of their origin?

The Jade Emperor of early times wanted 12 animals to be his guards and sent word through an immortal 
messenger that a race would be held. The order of his guards would be based on how early the animals 
crossed the Heavenly gate. The rat crossed first after hitching a ride on the ox to cross the river and the others 
followed behind. 

Now the animals are attached to zodiac signs and personality traits. The tradition has lasted for a long time and 
the Chinese are currently in the year of the pig, moving to the rat on Jan 25th. In the words of the Chinese, Sui 
Sui Ping An (I wish you harmony and safety year round).

~Madeline Bryant

CHINESE NEW YEAR



I hope everyone who went to 
the LSU Women?s Basketball Field 
Trip enjoyed it. LSU beat Nicholls 
63-32. The kids who went on the field 
trip were able to enjoy lunch from 
Chick-Fil-A. This was an amazing 
field trip put together for PBIS, and 
should encourage all kids to try to 
get PBIS field trip forms, and attend 
these amazing field trips. While LSU 
was unable to score 65 points, which 
would allow you to turn your ticket 
into a local Cane?s Chicken Fingers 
for a free meal, this was definitely a 
great basketball game to watch.

   ~ Evan Miller 

Every sticker has a story, and on 
National Sticker Day it is everyone?s duty to 
uncover and appreciate said stories. From 
homemade to commercially produced, 
every sticker is unique in its origins. National 
Sticker Day is on January 13 and is based 
on the original creator of adhesive label 
with a back that can be peeled off, R. 
Stanton Avery?s birthday. It is believed, 
however, that stickers were first created 
during the 1880's by European merchants 
who used it to advertise products they were 
selling, using a gum paste for the stickage. 
To observe National Sticker Day you can 
make stickers, apply stickers and post this 
on social media with #NationalStickerDay.     

                  ~ Carson Jenkins 

NATIONAL STICKER DAY PBIS FIELD TRIP

EBR STUDENT OF THE YEAR

 Woodlawn is honored it have one of our students 
win EBR Middle School Student of the Year! This year 
it's Madel ine Bryant , and you may know her from her 
many episodes of the Woodlawn Word. In her free 
time she enjoys reading and competitive cheer. She 
is thirteen years-old, and in all of her years of school 
She has maintained a 4.0 GPA. Her favorite subject in 
school is math, because she finds the challenges to 
be entertaining. Her words of wisdom to you are, 
"Your past doesn't matter, you always have the choice 
to work hard and do better".

~Janie Foreman
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