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WORLD COMPLIMENT DAY

ST. PATRICK'S DAY 

   You heard me right. There is a holiday celebrated 
around the world just for compliments! After witnessing 
many successful versions of "National Compliment Day" 
the Netherlands decided to make a "World Compliment 
Day". The United States celebrates national compliment 
day on January 24th. World Compliment Day takes place 
on March 1st. Make sure you are nice to people and give 
people lots of compliments this whole month.      

~Ainsley Eskind

Mar . 5 - Magnet 
Registration

Mar . 6 - WMS Jeans Day

Mar . 13 - PTSA Jeans Day

Mar . 17 - Club Day

Mar . 18 - Early Dismissal

Mar . 19 - Dippin Dots

Mar . 20 - BETA Jeans Day

Mar . 23 - Engage LSU 
Magnet Field Trip

Mar . 27 - Counselors 
Jeans / Breakfast of 
Champions

Mar . 30 - Brotherhood 
Sisterhood Program
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St. Patrick?s will be on Tuesday March 17th this year, so sadly most 
people won?t be able to make it to the parades. But why do we even 
celebrate this holiday and have parties and parades? So here is a little 
history lesson so that you know a thing or two about St. Patty?s day

This holiday originated in Ireland to celebrate the death of the 
patron Saint Patrick. He was the first person to bring Catholicism to 
Ireland, previous to that Ireland practiced a nature-based pagan religion. 
When he died the church hadn?t recognized him as a saint yet, but 
eventually he was recognized by the pope as a saint. After his death, the 
stories about him become more and more widespread, for instance his 
story explaining the holy trinity using a shamrock (four leaf clover). This is 
one of the main reasons that the shamrock is heavily represented in the 
St. Partrick?s day celebrations. To celebrate this man, the people in Ireland 
would have a feast on March 17th, the first parade celebrating St. Patrick?s 
day was actually in the United States. The celebrations were becoming 
more and more widespread in America due to Irish immigrants coming to 
the U.S. And soon, the small parades all came together, and most states 
have one large celebration. 

~Janie Foreman 



On February 3rd through February 
5th, members of the Beta Club took an 
overnight trip to Lafayette, where they 
competed in multiple academic and arts 
competitions. By the end of the trip, our 
school had won 3 competitions, those 
being: 5th place in Social Studies, won by 
Rian Baralt , 2nd place in Poetry, won by 
Madel ine Bryant , and 2nd place in ELA, 
won by Shashank Nanjundiah.

The trip got off to a bit of a rocky start 

BETA STATE TRIP

year. The hotel we usually go to lost our reservations and told us that we didn?t 
have any place to stay. Our sponsors, Ms. Lejeune, Ms. McCumsey, and Ms. 
McClain, quickly found us a Holiday Inn Express in Breaux Bridge, a 20 minute 
drive away. By the time we had finally gotten our rooms sorted out, it was 10:00 
PM, the usual time we are confined to our rooms. The next day, we were up bright 
and early at 6:00 AM from a more or less restful night. We ate breakfast at the 
hotel and left for the Cajundome. The day was a mix of competitions, hanging out 
with friends, and listening to music performed live by other schools. Once the 
convention was over, we went to Surge Entertainment and played arcade games 
and bowling. Wednesday was a lot slower than Monday and Tuesday. Since it was 
the last day of the trip, there was little to do and we were all very exhausted.  
Personally, I found the trip to be an amazing experience and I would recommend 
it for any 6th or 7th graders that decide to join Beta.

 ~ Ben Small & Rian Baralt



MS. MITCHELL'S ALL STARS WOODLAWN BASKETBALL

 NATIONAL BLAME SOMEONE ELSE DAY??

The first Friday the 13th of the year 2020, every year on the first 
Friday the 13th is the National Blame Someone Else Day. During this 
year the event is in March. During this day, just like the name states 
you put whatever blame that is on you onto someone else. This just 
goes to show you that some of the National "Celebrations" have 
gotten a little out of hand. Have fun getting people in trouble on this 
ridiculous day, I would not recommend it at school though. 

~Terrance Cooper

 We do basketball drills, and 
run games. Tryouts will still be 
held in the gym, every Saturday 
from 3-5. Come out and show off 
your skills! We need people to 
come tryout, to be able to have a 
game against the Woodlawn 
Middle School team. I, along with 
many other people, will be at each 
tryout. Come show off your skills 
on Saturdays from 3-5 in the 
Woodlawn gym. If you want to, 
bring some people that also want 
to participate. For more 
information, ask Ms. Mitchell in the 
B hall, or when she is at carpool. 

~Evan Miller

  

  In February, the boys  
basketball team went 
undefeated, while the girls fell 
a couple games short of that. 
The boys placed 2nd in a 
tournament at Park Forest 
Middle. The boys go into the 
playoffs in March on good note 
and are striving in practice to 
get ready for the opponents 
they face in the playoffs and 
are going for that first place 
ring! "Iron sharpens Iron," a 
quote frequently used by 
Coach Hanes and the teams 
are looking to "Spare No One" 
in this coming exciting month. 

        ~Godly Ogunyinka 



    

FUN FACTS ABOUT NAMES DAY

 

TEACHER  SPOTLIGHT

On March 2nd, Fun Facts About Names Day will occur, and I 
know it?s going to be a lot of fun. Fun Facts About Names Day 
encourages you to research into what makes your name unique. 
On this day, take some time off to learn about the historical 
influences and meanings behind your name and your friends? 
names. Learn if you are related to someone famous, are a part of a 
royal bloodline, or if your name has religious roots. Find out how 
old your name is, what country or culture your name comes from, 
or simply ask  your parents why they named you what they did.

 For example, did you know my own name is itself an 
oxymoron? ?Shashank? is representative, under certain 
circumstances, of the Hindu god of destruction (Shiva), and my 
middle name, while I can?t tell you what it is, represents peace. 
Now, I don?t know about you, but that seems like a pretty direct 
oxymoron to me! Along with this, my first name also means ?the 
moon? or ?the crescent of Shiva? under different circumstances.

What?s in your name? At least try to learn about your own 
name on the first Monday of March this year. 

            ~ Shashank Nanjundiah

NATIONAL PEANUT BUTTER 
LOVERS DAY

Yes, it really does exist! 
And it's on March 1st. Finally 
a day for one of America?s 
favorite snacks. There are so 
many reasons to celebrate 
it! Celebrate not only peanut 
butter, but the people who 
love peanut butter. In fact, 
there is a separate day for 
peanut butter on January 
24th. This may say 
something about us, but 
who cares? March 1st is our 
day!      

                   ~ Ava Jones

The Teacher Spotlight for the month of March is Mrs. McClain! She 
teaches math in the B hall, so say hi next time you see her.

What are your favorite hobbies?

I like to travel.

Why did you start  teaching math? 

When I was teaching science and the math 

teacher had quit, and I saw that kids needed 

a math teacher so I became one.

What is your favorite color? 

Black because I wear a lot of it.

How long have you been teaching at  Woodlawn? 

I?ve been teaching here for 6 years but 35 years in total.
 ~Arilyn Marshall



NATIONAL PIG DAY

National Pig Day? What?s that?

Well, for the most part, it?s pretty self-explanatory. It?s a day 
dedicated to the celebration of pigs and takes place on 
March 1st every year. It is normally celebrated throughout 
the Midwest of the United States and was originally started 
in 1972, in Lubbock Texas, by Ellen Stanley and Mary Lynne 
Rave. They started it in order to raise awareness about the 
importance that pigs serve to humans. There is some 
debate over how this holiday should be celebrated though. 
Some people believe that on this day people should give 
pigs breaks and refrain from eating pork products. Whilst 
others believe that on this day you should enjoy the 
products pigs give us, like pork, sausage, bacon, and 
steaks.

~Michael Papanikolaou

NATIONAL PI DAY

Happy Pi Day everyone! No I don't mean the PIE that you eat, but the Pi that 
is used in math equations. I know not as exciting as food, but don?t be mad at me. 
Blame William Jones, who first introduced pi in 1706 and Leonhard Euleur who 
made it popular. Pi was needed for mathematicians to approximate the 
circumference of circles. It used to be thought of as a changing number instead 
of the constant that we use today. Despite the history, you might be wondering 
why March 14th is Pi Day. If you know your math, then you know that pi is an 
irrational number (non repeating, non terminating, unable to be written as a 
fraction) that is shortened to 3.14 for calculations. Just like this number March 14th 
is 3/ 14. Do you see the connection? Even though the transformation of circle 
calculations might not be the most fun thing to celebrate, there are still so many 
fun activities. You and your friends can try reciting as many digits as possible or 
make up silly equations that involve pi. And you know what who cares if it's PI not 
PIE, eat some pie while you?re at it. You may even find a magical pie that?s as 
infinite as pi. Isn?t that delicious?

~Madeline Bryant



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

8TH 6TH                                7TH

Helena Nguyen-Helena is in 6th grade Gifted and in Mrs. Fosters 
robotics homeroom.

Klayton Tate- Klayton is an avid athlete who is in 7th grade Great 
Scholars.

Ainsley Eskind- Ainsley is in 8th grade gifted, and she loves to swim.

                                                                           ~Lee Frake

What are your 
Hobbies?

Baseball and 
Football

What is your 
favorite class?

Math

What do you think 
of the dress code?

I don't like it 
because if you don't 

have the right 
clothes, then you 

can't wear anything.

What are your 
Hobbies?

Basketball and 
drawing

What is your 
favorite class?

Social Studies

What do you think 
of the dress code?

I  like it but we 
should have more 

options with colors. 
It is good because it 

organizes.

What are your 
Hobbies?

Swimming

What is your 
favorite class?

Math

What do you think 
of the dress code?

It is good, but I want 
more options with 
sweatshirts and 

hoodies.



Fablehaven  Mull Brandon

RL: 4.8   Points: 11    

Genre: Fantasy Fiction

Seth and Kendra Sorenson take a seemingly normal visit to their grandparents, but something 
seems off there. Things take a drastic turn when they discover that drinking viola, a 45 foot 
tall cow?s milk they can see all of the mystical creatures that dwell in the forests around the 
house. After meeting allies such as Dale, Grandma the chicken, and Hugo, and enemies such 
as Muriel, and Bahumat.  After a mistake friend Muriel followed by a mistake getting grandpa 
captured the kids and grandma find themselves rushing to prevent the freedom of a demon 
that will put the reservation under it?s cruel control. Will when Seth and grandma go down, 
will Kendra be enough? Find out by reading Fablehaven by Brandon Hull.  

~ Carson Jenkins 

Abundance  of Katherines  Jonh Green

RL:  5.6   Points: 10   

 Genre: Drama 

Collin Singleton was a child prodigy, and has a weird dating habit, he only dates girls 
named Katherine. After his latest Kathrine dumped him right before summer, he felt a lack of 
purpose in his life. So, his best friend Hassan Harbish invites him to go on a road trip. Because 
truth be told Collin was in a depressed slump after the break up. On this trip Collin decides 
that he needs to prove that he?s more than a former prodigy, and that he really is something 
special. So he sets on to find a ?Eureka? moment. What he thinks will change drastically when 
he and Hassan end up in Gutshot Tennessee, and meet Lindsey Hollis. Find out what Collin 
Singleton?s ?Eureka?  moment is by reading An Abundance of Katherines!    

 ~Janie Foreman 

A Series of Unfortunate Events; # 1  Lemony Snicket

RL: 6.4   Points: 4 

Genre: Mystery

The Baudelaires have an amazing life; they are rich, loved, and intelligent. Well, they had the 
perfect life until their house burned down with their parents inside. The kids are now 
distraught as everything they?ve known crumbles around them. And oh, did I mention that 
there is a lunatic named Count Olaf, who is trying to steal their fortune. Yes, he will stop at 
nothing to gain the riches of these three orphans. Even worse, the banker, Mr. Poe, is oblivious 
to the dangerous situations that the Baudelaires become trapped in. This amazing series 
captures the Baudelaires many attempts to free themselves of Count Olaf while building 
unexpected relationships along the way. -Madeline Bryant

BOOK TALK



    
The Library is one of the best  parts of Woodlawn Middle School 

for several different reasons. The first one is that students are given 
responsibility such as being a helper. Some of the kids in my class 
along with myself assist our librarian, Mrs. Rennhoff , in her duties. 
These children are allowed to check out/ in books, shelve them, and 
get new books set up. This is a fun opportunity for students to help their 
school community. Did I  mention that the library is the best dressed 
building in the school? Mrs. Renhoff is constantly redecorating to make 
it engaging for readers. Our amazing librarian not only decorates, but 
informs students on anything to know about the library. The many 
games in the library make it an enjoyable place to be when your class 
visits. Our most recent event at the library was the WMS Book Fair. It 
was a huge success amongst students. Clearly, the library is a 
wonderful place. Visit before time runs out! 

~Wyatt Ritter & Madeline Bryant

LIBRARY  INFORMATION 

On March 4, National Grammar Day will happen, and it will personally mean 
a lot of fun for me. This is because I may or may not have a reputation for 
correcting literally everyone on their grammar on a weekly basis. I guess that 
March 4th may not actually be the best day for everyone; but either way, the day 
exists in the first place to promote good grammar, and to encourage everyone to 
use proper grammar to their best ability. It was first designated in 2008, and was 
established by Martha Brockenbrough, author of Things That Make Us(Sic), and is 
also the founder of the Society for the Promotion of Good Grammar. All of this 
may have made you doze off a little, but I can promise you that good grammar 
will get you to a lot of places, and I?m not joking. So, I don?t know about you guys, 
but I?m going to correct everyone who uses incorrect grammar on that day - will 
you choose to make the right decision as well, and try your best with your words 
on March 4th?

~Shashank Nanjundiah

NATIONAL GRAMMAR DAY



8TH GRADE INTERVIEWS 

 
Hezekiah Dantzler:

How do you feel now that  pract ice 
tests are over?

 I'm happy because I feel like I'm 
prepared to take the real test now

 How do you think you did after 
test ing?

 I feel like I aced most of them an got 
advances and the only test a I think I 
got a mastery on is social studies.

During test ing did you feel 
confident  when answering?

 Yes, my teachers helped prepare me 
for them.

 Do you feel l ike you are ready to 
start  Spring test ing?
 I don't want to but I do feel like I am 
prepared .

 Do you st rive for mastery and 
advanced scores if so why?
Yes, because it can go on my 
transcripts and con get me into good 
schools.
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John Cador:

How do you feel now that  pract ice 
tests are over?
 I'm really happy and also I am a little 
disappointed because I know how the 
practice is and I'm happy that I can 
get back to class.

How do you think you did after 
test ing?
I think I did well.

During test ing did you feel 
confident  when answering?
No, because I forgot some of the 
information.

 Do you feel l ike you are ready to 
start  Spring test ing?
 No, I have to cram and relearn 
everything as much as I can.

Do you st rive for master and 
advanced scores if so why?
 Yes, I strive to do my best so I can 
have a good job in the future.

~Cameron Marshall
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